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Shaun Cassidv tops the new fall line of teeny pop stars

By BRUCE KIRKLAND
Star staff writer

“It's all nonsense amvway. JI.']..l]]"'E'_‘:‘.

* Patrick Macnee, actor proficient. He

glances again al the script uL[Ermg

him the lines for a joke that John

Steed, character exiracrdinary, will

slip inte 2 conversaiion in his ¢lassie,
sly. dry fashion.

“Let me cin t mv wav.” General
agreement irom all nands a1 rehear-
sal. Macnes edits the | jowe and subily
alters his deiiverv. ~[ undersiand it
now, This 1z utter nonsense, of
Course, Bt oW it rmeans somm
thing.” Hehearsal continues Alacnee
is mow the obvious focus and not just
because he is the stam of The New
Avengers, a TV series currenty
being filmed in Teronto,

The scene, 281 In 3 1300700 Toron-
to museum of architecivre, invelies
“pIatﬂH and Caﬂ&c'a': aciress Su-

tie Couture, It w: Jast G
m 93 seconds on ":e acreen when the
episode is broadeast in Janpary, Yet
Macnee conceniriles o0 every mo-
ment of action. every nuance o e
dialogue, providing highly spefiic
directional tips Jor himsed and ine
recepiive Coutura

o #
Urun for

Firm, slick.

Aacmee is {Irm withous a trace of
posity. professionally slicx wil-
put being sickening. kelpful 0 Cou-
ture while treating her as an egual
Aore Macnee advice pours fom ‘1 as
the scene progresses. Canadian
director Elrﬂ::ard Gilbert takes it ad
in stnde.ﬂn almost sileni pariner.
The cmsmateh =itish Macnes
{for vears a *Eszﬁen, of Palm
Springs. California. though ke foriz-
nately still manages to insulate kirs-
self frnnﬂ;-'pma] Hullwmnd idiosvm-
erasies) has etched hirmself irp the
minds of the Canadissz iechnicians
and actors involved Iz 1he Toronio
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filming after enly two of the sched-
tled 14 weeks in town The strong
impressions have been positive, In-
vigorating.

Not that Macnee is unknown
Toronto. As 2 voung acter (he's 53
now and divorced lwicE] ne was im-
volved In the pm‘:e&r davs of Cana-
dian television worki ::g with the
likes of Lorne Gresne. Kale Reid.
Barbara Hamdion Don Harron,
Norman Jewison and Svdnev ews-
man. Newman, later BEBC drama
head, then picked Macnee to play
Steed in the original Avengers,
whick staried under the short-lived
title Police Surgeon in 1960. He oiten
credits inat Canadian experience,
1952-34. as the 1ime that made him
an aclor.

Régallj.rr cool

Suzetle Couture is enthusiastic
about ner experience plaving a guide
who execiiadly assists tne regally cool
Steed on his muoseum tour.

*You lezrn from working with
highlv professional siars like him.
Vou learn how to protect voursell as
an acior. how vou muost leamn al as-
pecis of the business, how not to be
satisflied simply with what you bave
in the seript”™

1o

Teat is the professional Maczee
The personal man? Is he John Steed
removed {Tom 2 fantastic Avengers
plot and operaiing in the real world?
You "'r:n:n# pe 15 — at least, if vou are
among i tatse of us who grew up with
the eriginal Avengers series and
marvel 51l 2t the cerebral ounality of
the 0l episodes. which have been Te-
plzved on three Sifferent Toronmio
television siations in the past several
VesTs.

Super-agent Steed, the British gov-
erameni’s finesi and most ret':ned
iroublesheoter. Composed and
imoeriurbable. Handsome and
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By PETER GODDARD
Star staff writer

How many giflerent groups (or
pecple) have vou liked within the
past iwo vears?

{a) You like a lot of different peo-
pie at one time. with one or two Zel-
ting maost of vour love.

(b) You tend to like onlv one star
or group lovally and exclusively.

Now take vour time. This is the
kind of trick question Tiger Beat
magazine likes {o spring on its read-
ers now and then. Tiger Beat is a
teen magazine, Like Brave in
Germany, Popfoto in Helland, Fabo-
lous 208 and Jackie in England, or
Sixteen Magazine, Teen or Superteen
in the United States, i1 is hustling the
new fall line of teen pop idols — sing-
ers Shaun Cassidy and Andy Gibb,
actors Leif Garrett and Scott Balo
and . .. Well, the list is nearly as long
as its subjects are cute

But here’s the problem. Say vou
answer “ves” to the second part
Does that mean yvou like Shaun Cassi-
dy more than, say, Andy Gibb? You
do? You mean vou don't like Andy,
who's ever so goodlooking, whose
three older brothers constitute the
Bee Gees and who has a No. 1 hit
right now, I Just Want To Be Your
Everything® [ mean, how ¢an vou
not like Andy Gibb? How can you be
50...50 ... mean?

It’s a cruncher

That may not be one of the major
moral or aesthetic questions of our
time, but with many voung tesnage
girls it's a cruncher. One of many
cronchers. For pop music has seen
the revival of the bhoy-next-door teen
idol in recent months, and with it the
kind of intense. passionate commit-
ment nol registered since Annetle
Funicello dimpled her wav through
the ranks of the Aickev Mouse Club.

Andy Gibb. who at 19 came late Lo
the current resurgence of the teeny-
bopper, explained in a recent inter-
view: “It was the Bav Citv Rollers
who brought it all back. They were
the ones who gave everyone some-
thing to scream at.”

The Rollers, in a sense, created the
need for more bopper idols, singers
like Gibb. Shaun Cassidy, and David
Soul. They established a context that

sensual without the dloying woman-
izing fever of a James Bond. A killer
but not a murderer. And, most
important, superbly witty in 2 con-
irotted, inteliectual fashion.

That was the conservativelr but
immaculately  attired Steed
jrarelr without bowler and
urnbrelia) that Macnee
plaved from 1960
until 1969, when

made songs like Alan O'Day’s Under-
cover Angel pessible. The Hollers re-
placed hip and four-minute guizar
solos with cute and singable tunes.
“These davs il vou're Jjust stariing
oul. you becomne an idof whether vou
like it or not.” savs Andy Gibb, who'll
be opening el Sedaka’s show at the
CX.E. Grandstand a week tonight.
“0Of course, I like it. All the scream-
ing shows that people are respond-
ing.”" Rene Simard. whe was at the
Grandstand Wednesday night,
admits getting a bit nervous when
his fans come 100 close. “] remember
once in Hull when thev crashed
through some gates 10 get 1o me,” he
sald earlier this week. I just es
caped. ] like the screaming, though.
It shows they re listening.”

Or does it? Gibb admits he geis
frustrated ihat people don’t pay
more attention “to what I'm deing
with my music. That's what's impor-
tant.” David Cassidy, Shaun's older
hall-brother — ancient, actually,
being all of 26 — dropped out of the
whirlwind, claiming “my record
company didn't care about me as an
artist”

Sic transit the teenvbopper idol. As
a child actor David Cassidy appear-
ed on a segment of Medical Centre
and hundreds of letters poured into
Sixteen Magazine wondering who
that cute guy was.

Soon came David Cassidy “exclu-
sive” photos and stories, buttons and
T-shirls and just about anything else
a young teenage girl could buy, hold
or wear. He'd arrived. But alter a
stint witlf the Partridge Family tele-
vision series (“I {inished at 23, play-
ing 2 17-year-0ld”) and making
$230,000 a vear, he dropped out. But
not before "a couple of nervous
breakdowns.”

Are there still David Cassidy fans
out there, those who have one of the
5.3 rmullion copies of his biggest hit, I
Think T Love You? Well, too bad for
them. Who wants te have z nerve-
racking booming crush on someone
whe just wants to live in Colorado
and be serious? “As everyvone knows,
fantasy plays 2 big role in building
up one of these 'dols,” says one Jocal
recording executive. “That's why so
many of them have to come {rom
television before they can make it
big as recording stars.”

50 Shaun Cassidy, who appeared in

British producers axed the series be-
cause of declining ratings in the
prime Uniled States market. Ironi-
cally, as in the case of another cult

TV program, Star Trek. The Av
ers is almost more popular now. Re-
Tuns are avalable just aboul every
week in every major Norih
American
city.

and Andy and Parker and Robby and Lei
They’re the new crop of teenybop idols

the telpvision movie Dawn, Portrait
Of 4 Teenage Runaway, now has two
recording hits, Da Doo Ron Ron and
That’s Rock ™' Roll. David Soul, of
Starsky And Huteh, has an album.
And Donny and Marie Osmond are
still the goodiest of goodies, all be-
cause of their television exposure.

But ob-ch, here i5 a problem. It
looks as though Donny may be pull-
ing a David Cassidy. The most popu-
lar Osmond has just released a new
album called Donald Clark Osmond
— with *gutsy vocals™ aceording to
one early review. Donny gotsv? A
mature Osmond? Goodbye Donny.

But weep not. It was bound o hap-
pen. The bopper idol is a readily dis-
posable commedity. Peter McCann
may have a big hit right now with
Do You Want To Make Love, but if
the teen magazines decide not to
push him, as is apparently the case,
he could be finished tomorrow. A Fa-
bian without a Dick Clark.

“The kids who make these people
idols are very, very forgetful” &x-
plains Jean Lewis, a former editor at
Sixteen and still a regular contribu-
tor to teen mags. “So the people who
run the magazines have 1o make
sure they're ahead of the trend.”

Squeaky clean

Image, preferably squeaky-clean,
Is paramount for a bopper idol, as
Jerry Kasenetz and Jeff Katz know
well, When things were becoming too
“progressive” in the late "60s the
men behind Super-K Productions
sensed a vast, untapped market out
there, young, predominately female,
that wanted something else. They
came up with bubblegum music,
straight, clean and simple — best ex-
pressed by the Ohio Express, Capt
Groovy And His Bubblegum Army,
and The 1910 Fruitgum Co.

What was important was not the
music they made but the idea that
pop music, then in @ heyday with the
likes of Jimi Hendrix and Janis Jop~
lin, could still attract an audience
young enough to be exploitabie.

“Since the late '60s the average
age of the rock fan has been getting
higher,” explained a local recording
executive. “Before the Beatles the
kev record buver was a l3-year-old
girl. By the mid-70s5, though, it was
an over-I8-vear-old male. The teeny-

Dry, sly Steed gets New Avengers

]mf. that phenomenon, the
ur:gm writer-producers, Brian
Clemens and Albert Fennell, bought
rights to The Avengers name and re-
vived Macnee last season in The New
Avengers (a2 half seasom on CTV
made inroads inte the Canadian
market).

The Toronio productien house
Nislsen-Ferns Inc. iz peavily involv-
ed as the producer of the seven epi-
sodes 10 be set and shot in Canaca
this season and as distoibuter of all
39 episodes planmed {13 last vear and
26 this season). Iniiial sales of the
program to 35-couniries have now
jumped to more than J0 with only
the US. still unsold among major
markets.

The new shows have vet.io be as
acclaimed a5 the old, hut Sweed is the
same. Time 10 explore a personal
myth anc 'I.L-.-I"'-E.:}-. Macnee — is he
the Steed [ agmure?

Noosedlv no.

Macnee is charming intense,
friendly. a fime acter. Bul no Steed.

LI T L

bopper idols have reopenad 2 market
we thought had been lost.”

The product for that market is
sexier these davs, because, as Jean
Lewis puts it, “young kids know so
much more.”

But the basic spirit remains the
same, Well, if it matters 10 vou that
Shaun Cassidv likes hamburgers
with cheese on them (he does, too, it
says so right in Tiger Beat). or if vou 8
desperately want a copy of Marie Os-
mond’s new book, Girl To Girl, you ¥
know what that’s all about. :

And vou Enow, of course, just
know that Andy Gibb is much. much
better looking than Shaun Cassidy.

What? What do vou mean he iso"t?
What do you know anyway? .

Cute Andy Gibb’s coming to the CNE

act together

None of the humor in evervdav life.  shows 23 Baretia and Na=sky And
Not cool at all — easily perturbed. Huich, “we're =ol a5 pain” The
And Steed to Macnee? Just a ;Jm-.enca:*.hms'ﬁ:f siade Urey et Vine
3 oo aence” whick Marmer G
characier 10 be plaved professional- ‘ERCS. WS ARACLEE CIEETS 30
R ) absolule onsceny The 3 dmoperns
v, Acting? Just a job. savs Macnee. vigemee is. 4F G rap, o
I . [, - Mo _u.\,.l.'._ - L~ q E
I'm an actor. T inlerprel whalsve: Jerry vimence. & (LTl .6

comes aiend. What more 15 there to

- B == lence, Tois s & spte D0 oxarmpe o
savT I feve 2 normal life, This is 2
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Joo. You woTk pecause vou need an Famtas =wrap)e. .57 -_,ﬁ. ;o
income.” ‘ cepr Tre s B e g 5 TG e On
Thers is no idemity orisis for Mac- 1023 wigns 2iwessn nomot L trat ":.:
nee, either, Bemng snown INerna-  seases’s New Avemges. seme 100
tionally solely for mis John Steed rode realistic for s tasle Thiastiv T nes
has not bruised his eZo. "Whem ah proughy 2 return b veoe Tenlase
actor has been in the business [or 37 -.‘:EL",':E‘“‘ 5 2iam CEIear T e, OOl
vears as [ have been then il's no  repily, 1mas Tre ALIIEDS TGS not
problen. One wonders why should I selzte humer, cegth and vic onee in
be {:ﬂling gt (The AvVengers) aga.’n- the ore @snect T i --.'."‘u. *1_-‘-_.r_g-_h that
The only angwer is 1nal smeone  Sieed’s pare ¢ oo oo~n of The
asked metn oot " Avengers i, 10 el tne wmival as
Macnee oeleves in Zhe pr 0Zram imporizni the mnnTiERY e ininial
pnly a5 3 I.‘.-E'T ee o emieTiam and O Ellwime orelloetRonmment
peGoe anay . ne 4153_-_J eg. Tne res
Sponse 1&-.F'_ zim almost seem naive S - d d l
atout the npower of televisgion — a urvived oradeca

power De G085l WERL 10 aCKRTOwl- Tre.seenl ‘.']r. FTCE E'SD TEVESS F

EOfe OF USe. any more Then ne s wil- .:'.rJ ¢ im Alasmey b a LTReITE 200
ing 1o use rs power a5 2 celelriivi0  korror zaftcl Il t:. celnten fim
advance kis own pobtieal or social  simee tre age :Jf i+ ner, oy OO
views, “I Com'l wani to be Marle ygede- oFa _,,‘ e e
Brance saving the Indians. . . I have o 73 %= ampmo i len = a0t un nuring
ve. 1o see Jane Fonda do anvihing .;p«p aitats. (s P02 GLTRT O Eafue
worthwhile politically since the Viel  survives that oroezl.

Nam war. She has gone back 1o what “TEa g a3 r-.;--: e

she d::ra's hest — acting. That's whal ..
we showié 2% do — just what we do )
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well” mee .25 of 1he WAL 8570 S € Tan
Tmat Is not 10 s&v inat Macnee I3 than Steed I5on laevis on. Tne G2l
withoul passions. just that he coi-  iheme wohosl prompt.an. *"""'F"'E'Sa

- l--.r

T TR CEW
= AfETTRE,

.,..;-'_.+5 most of them In kis private lile
Onlv when veu Caise the spect re n.
wiolencs in teievision, and imaiv 2

T limes 2

SEVETE.
Issperime s 2 .JE."--'

Yel ves gont semae 2 i3 man, a
e snow ce,,nt_-:*::s on nna.::'a‘ '.. c.- CUWn CTRTE AT TE AL “iarmes
lence, k...ings &nd asagr:__ TENIEL  meemt 10 83.. 2075 enontZ the
Tariares Cx-"“"- Mapnes regiv 2R UD vp_-::.L;-* e st Reppe e e e e
the crzlenze. Rappy Lnat peln 4 O Tne yTEet Ereel
Ha marmizing the vislenee is 2 himm openiv &8 7 17s Tep. ¥ Hnew
'nl..u'ne*'e:* in either the new OF 5l "Es 2 oLeTENT L o<@ AGME SUTL OT
olf Avengers. And, comparef wilh  STatle realig (Lo D TeTY Daedts
Patrick Macnee in The New Avengers: “Let me do it my wayv.” that comizined in such American  ant.
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